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Call for Proposals

Religious traditions, even when based on universalistic principles, are mostly permeated and governed by
hierarchical normative networks, which inevitably imply inequalities — whether in terms of gender,
religious affiliation, physical and social status. Similarly, written discourse, and thus its textual
organisation, is also permeated by dynamics of selection and hierarchisation of meaning and, once
produced, is in turn inserted into hierarchies of canon. However, both theological discourse and literary
texts that hold and “function” incorporate processes of self-reflection and critical negotiation, which are
necessary for their historicity. Sometimes, it is literature itself that encourages and causes theological
discourse to become dialectical, welcoming and reworking theological conceptual nuclei which, through
intertextual practices, activate critical tensions within the text itself: in these cases, literary texts become
places of religious meaning production, making visible forms of diversity and inequality that are often
marginalised in doctrinal canons.

In line with this year’s theme, the panel thus aims to investigate the relationship between religions,
diversity and inequalities through an interdisciplinary approach combining critical literary studies and
theological reflection. Particular attention will be paid, though not exclusively, to female religious

experiences as spaces of negotiation between theological normativity and lived experience.

We invite papers on any aspect of Italian literature. Contributions that focus on one or more of these

subtopics are particularly welcome:

* incorporation and literary reworking of theological concepts;

* representations of confessional diversity and religious asymmetries in literary texts;
* literary texts as mediation between normative theology and lived practices;

e literary criticism of theological hierarchies;

¢ female religious experiences and feminist theologies;



e literary reflections of embodied theology: the body as a privileged place for theological reflection;
* intertextuality with sacred texts (Bible, Torah, Koran, Veda...);

* theological thought implicit in eco-critical literary narratives.

Proposals for 20-minute papers (title and abstract of ~2000 characters, in English only) should be
submitted through the online platform at the following link:

https://secure.onlinecongress.it/onlinecongress/scent/default.aspx?guid=19972082569905970022022

07&language=1

The conference website can be accessed at this link:

https://www.europeanacademyofreligion.org/euare2026

Specific questions can also be addressed to the chairs, Rebecca Walker (becky.walker@st-hughs.ox.ac.uk)
and Lucia Battistel (Lbattistel.dottorati@lumsa.it). The deadline for submitting proposals is 13th March

2026.

Rebecca Walker, Stipendiary Lecturer in Italian Literature, University of Oxford, becky.walker(@st-

hughs.ox.ac.uk.

Lucia Battistel, PhD Candidate & Research Fellow in Contemporary Italian Literature, LUMSA — KU

Leuven, Lbattistel.dottorati@lumsa.it.
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